Fowlpox virus as a vector in non-avian species.
Examination of the members of the Poxvirus family reveals a large and diverse group with members infecting almost every animal species. To a large extent, members of the individual genera have a broad host range and infect a number of animal species, although, as Baxby has pointed out, successful experimental inoculation of a species does not necessarily mean that this species provides a natural host for that virus. Avipox viruses, together with swinepox virus occupy a somewhat unique position in possessing a restricted host range. We have taken advantage of this restricted host range in fowlpox virus to engineer recombinant vector viruses for use in the poultry industry and in vaccination of non-avian species.